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Background
An online dissemination system (L-OADS) is available for some Third Party Missions data collections. This system 
allows end-users to gain direct access to ESA’s TPM collections, without the need to interface with the ESA Order 
Desk.

Access the TPM Online Dissemination Service

For reference, the full list of TPM collections disseminated online (not only through the L-OADS) is accessible 
from the TPM online access list.

https://tpm-ds.eo.esa.int/oads/access/
https://tpm-ds.eo.esa.int/collections/
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Accessing the TPM L-OADS Dissemination Service
The collections are available via the L-OADS 
interface through three mechanisms:

• Geographical search
• Tree view
• Filename search

In all cases, data can be viewed by anyone but downloaded only after registering for the 
TPM dataset of interest on the product description page. 

The list of datasets are available on Earth Online, which describes how to access the 
datasets.

https://tpm-ds.eo.esa.int/
https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/search?category=data
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How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Tree view
1. Press the “login” button in the banner on the dissemination service home

page and log in using your EO Sign-In account (the system will check
your authorisation) 

2. Click on a collection and then select “Search in collection by treeview”
3. Navigate through the folder tree to find the product of interest (folders vary

for different datasets, but may be organised by date of acquisition, path and
row, countries etc.)
The list of available products is shown:

4. Click on “Download Product” to start the 
download (the download starts 
immediately if you are logged in and 
authorised)
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How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Filename search
1. Press the “login” button in the banner on the dissemination service

home page and log in using your EO Sign-In account 
(the system will check your authorisation)

2. Click on a collection then select  “Search in collection by filename”

4. Click on “Download Product” to start the download (the 
download starts immediately if you are logged in and 
authorised)

3. Enter the full filename to search or use wildcards '*' (any number of characters) ;
'?' (exactly one character of any type) to substitute for any other character.
(e.g. to find all SPOT 6 or 7 NAO_MS__3_  from 2014, enter:
SP?_OPER_NAO_MS__3__2014*)
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How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Geographical Search
1. Press the “login” button in the banner on the dissemination service home page

and log in using your EO Sign-In account (the system will check your authorisation)

2. Click on a collection then select  “Geographical search”

3. Depending on the collection, you may see one of the two views of the Geographical search page:

Simple Online catalogue: 
AOI and metadata search

Static Map catalogue:
Clickable map
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How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Geographical Search – Static Map catalogue
1. Click on the areas of interest on the map to narrow down your search

2. When you have reached the level you need, click on your area of interest by selecting a circular point on the map

3. The result window lists the products in the area you have selected

4. Click on “Download Product” to start the download (the download starts immediately if you are logged in and authorised)



8

How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Static Map catalogue – Multiple downloads
1. When changing magnification on the static map, the “list of download URLs” automatically generates a list of links to download the products 

shown in your current view of the map:

2. Click the “List of download URLs” button to retrieve the list of product URLs

3. Use a download accelerator to download all files (e.g.: DownThemAll browser extension available in most versions of Firefox)

URLs of products over Europe URLs of products over central 
Europe URLs of products over Italy URLs of products over Rome

important note: The multiple download is available only 
for searches from the static map catalogue: It is not 
available for searches by filename or treeview. The “Bulk 
download” option is used to perform searches from the 
simple online catalogue.
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How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Geographical Search – Simple Online catalogue
1. Enter your search parameters by:

• Clicking “draw bbox” to draw your Area Of Interest on the map

• Entering the search parameters in the form

• Click the “Search” button

Note that the number of items per page is the number of items which will be displayed in the result view

2. The search result window shows the lists of products available in the region of the map
you selected, with a metadata overview for each product

Note that depending on the number of search results, there may be more than one page of products listed.

Click on the page numbers on the top right corner to see other products resulting from the search.

3. Click on a product footprint on the map to highlight the product in the list (if more
products are available, a list of available products is shown)

4. Click on “Product Info” to view detailed metadata of a product

5. Click on “Download Product” to start the download (the download starts immediately if you are logged in and authorised)
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How the TPM L-OADS Dissemination service works
Simple Online catalogue – Bulk downloads
Bulk download is available from the simple online catalogue after authorisation. 

To request the option for bulk download, please submit a request in ESA’s User Services Portal (log in with your EO Sign-In account). 

Once authorised, you can download all the products listed in the search results.

1. Click the “Bulk download lists” link to open the bulk download page

2. The system offers three ways to get the list:

• Save as plain text: downloads a list of URLs in a text file, which
can be used in scripts for example

• Save as metalink: downloads a metalink, which can be used by most
of the download software which has to be locally installed on PC

• View HTML: presents the list of URLs in HTML format which can be used
to download all the listed URLs with a download plugin 
(e.g.: the "DownThemAll“ browser extension for most Firefox versions)

Important note: The bulk download option is available 
only for searches from the simple online catalogue. It is not 
available for searches by filename or treeview. The “Multiple 
download” option is available for searches from the simple 
online catalogue.

https://esatellus.service-now.com/csp?id=esa_catalog_item&sys_id=75e4742edba6fa00e3cedb11ce961921
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How to extract the list of products metadata

You can download a file containing all of the products and associated metadata for a collection by following these steps:

1. Go to the collection of interest and note the structure of the URL in the address bar: 
https://tpm-ds.eo.esa.int/oads/access/collection/<COLLECTION_ID>

2. Change the URL to:
https://tpm-ds.eo.esa.int/oads/meta/<COLLECTION_ID>/index/ 
(i.e. change “access/collection” to “meta” and add “/index/” at the end)

3. Click the .zip file link to download it
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Quality of Service

In order to provide a good quality of service, when you register for a collection a default user profile is assigned to your account 
(Standard User). 

According to the available resources and workload, this may entitle you to a daily download quota. 

If you need to increase that quota, please submit a request in ESA’s User Services Portal and ask for your user profile to be upgraded. 

While downloading products you will see an error message if you have exhausted your daily quota.

https://esatellus.service-now.com/csp?id=esa_catalog_item&sys_id=75e4742edba6fa00e3cedb11ce961921


13

Production failures and feedback

If you encounter any problems or need assistance, please submit a query in ESA’s User Services Portal

https://esatellus.service-now.com/csp/csp?id=esa_simple_request
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